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The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

Our current sermon series, “Hidden: Being Deeply Devoted to Jesus,” has been designed to 

encourage us to orient our lives around the Risen Christ as individual followers and as a 

community of faith. One of the greatest passages of the Bible, Colossians 3:1-17, serves as the 

foundation of the series because these verses lead the way to a place of safety and a life of deep, 

abiding peace. Today’s sermon, “Life That is Truly Life,” is the second sermon in the series and 

focuses on verses 3-4, which you are invited to memorize as part of our Series Spiritual Practice.  

Scripture to Memorize this Week: Colossians 3:3-4 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ,   

who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
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Music: David Wallis 
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Staying Connected 

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605 

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893 

Office Hours:  

       Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

Website:www.aldersgateabilene.org 

Facebook page: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

E-mail Reminders: 

     news@aldersgateabilene.org 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, September 18:  

 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship Service 

12:00 p.m.           Rummage Sale Set-Up 

  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m.  Youth help set up for the Rummage Sale 

  5:15 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:30 p.m.  College Ministry 
 

Monday, September 19: 

 7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts in the Chapel 

 

Tuesday, September 20: 

  6:00 p.m.  Bell Choir Practice 
 

Wednesday September 21: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  6:30 p.m.   Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday September 22: 

   7:30 p.m.           Contemporary Band Practice 

 

COMING UP 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 

September 25: Contemporary Service in Sanctuary 

September 28—October 1: Rummage Sale 

September 30: 5th Grade Rewards Party at Bowie 



Growth Groups: Growing Since 2011 



Colossians 3:3-4 

(Supporting Scriptures:  Genesis 3:1-10 and 11:1-9, Luke 9:23-25, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 1:3-6) 

False Narrative Alert:  God holds out on me, therefore God cannot be trusted.   
I must survive and build my life on my own.   

 

The false-self is fearful, protective, possessive, manipulative, self-promoting, and makes distinctions 

Genesis 1:26-27 

Ephesians 1:3-6 

Mark 10:45 

Who am I, Where am I, Am I significant, Am I safe, Am I valuable, Will everything be OK? 

Gracious and Loving God, Help me to keep myself abandoned to you in love that you may have your way 
with me.  I ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. –M. Robert Mulholland 



 

 

1. Many of us have heard and/or used the phrase, “Life is Good.”  What sorts of things happen in your life to 
make you think and say this? 

 
 

 

2. Reflect for a moment on the label below from the Miller Brewing Company.  Why do you think 
companies employ the word “life” or the phrase "the good life” in their advertising?   

 
 

 

3. Was there anything about this week’s message, Life That is Truly Life, that you had never thought about 
before? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Read and reflect on Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-10.  What was the motivating story that the serpent told that 
led Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, knowing full well what the consequences would be? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. During the sermon, Pastor Steve talked quite a bit about the “false-self.”  How would you describe the 
“false-self” to a friend? 



6. Pastor Steve said, “When we truly acknowledge and let go of our “false-self” desires, ways and tendencies, 
we will find that being created in the image of God, being immersed in God’s blessing and love, 
embracing the life of a servant and deeply trusting that we are hidden and safe with Christ in God are 
the only foundations upon which a life that is truly life can be built.”  Which one of those four 
foundations do you have the hardest time embracing and allowing to make an impact on your life?  
How could the members of your Growth Group help and encourage you? 
 

 

 

 

7. In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve hid from God after they ate the fruit.  In Colossians 3, we are told that we are 
hidden with Christ in God.  How does this strike you?  What are the implications of the ways these 
words are used?     

 

 

 

8. How is your memorizing of Colossians 3:1-17 going?  Go over verses 1-4 a few times together.  
 

 

 

 

9. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must also rid 
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have 
taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here 
there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 



Children: Receiving God’s Word 

Rummage Sale: Dates to Remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers : 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, call 

Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or send an 

e-mail to 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

Aldersgate offers electronic giving via ACH Direct Draft.  

Authorization Forms are available in the office and on our website 

If you have additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact 

Mary Chavez Lust (672-7893, mary@aldersgateabilene.org).   

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and witness 
throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to matters of 
prayer, presence, and gifts. 

Presence and Gifts: 9.11.2016 

Service:  




